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BESS COMBS 


Dip you know there was a new China? A few days ago at a certain Summer 
Conference I made the statement that every time I was asked a question about 
China, I always had to say: ‘‘Do you mean old or new China? If you mean 
old China. I will answer one way, but if it is new China you mean, my answer 
will be quite different.’’ A girl spoke up and asked: ‘Is new China beautiful?” 
Of course she thought I was speaking of a new geographical part of China; 
but what I mean by new China is that part of China that is ‘‘new at heart.” 

A new day has dawned in China. Many and varied are the manifestations of 
this new day. No longer is China willing to sit down and let other nations tread 
upon her. For many years she was helpless and could do nothing but take 
whatever came to her; to-day there is a student generation that has come into 
its own, and they will no longer take, without protest, the unjust treatment of 
other nations. 

Why the present unrest in China?) Why the recent anti-Christian movement 
among the students? Why the present anti-foreign uprising, especially among 
the students and working classes? It all just spells one thing; new China is 
ex pressing herself. So let us be careful about making a wholesale condemnation 
of her doings and ‘‘carryings on.” Ah, you young, red-blooded Americans, 
put yourself in the place of the youth of China, and ask yourself what vou would 
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do under similar circumstances. Let's turn the tables for a moment. Suppose 
the Chinese owned and controlled a big section of one of our large port cities. 
the very choicest part of that city, and there they laid out a beautiful park 
right along the beach. Suppose some hot, blistering day in summer when you 
go down to the park, you sce the Chinese strolling among the trees, sitting on 
the benches enjoying the breezes »and when you start to enter the park, there on the 
gate you see a large sign, ‘Americans and dogs not allowed,”” how would you 
like that? Suppose again, that a Chinese in this country harmed an American 
-and the American government couldn’t touch him; he couldn't be tried in an 
American court, but instead must be taken before a Chinese court. for trial. 
Isay, what would you do about it?) Exactly those conditions and others just as 
unjust exist in China. Say, friends, have vou ever heard in these days the ex- 
pression, “brotherhood of man?’’ What does it mean to you? Think about 
it, especially in the light of the above. 

And now what about the new woman of this new China?) The young woman 
of China ts to-day living in an entirely different age from that of her mother. 
Not so many years ago the girls of China were not given an education, for who 
thought that a girl could learn anything. To- day no up-to-date college or 
university considers its faculty complete unless it has some Chinese women on 
it. A few years ago no Chinese woman had any interest outside her home, and 
for the girl there was nothing to do but learn the a, b, c’s of cooking sewing, 
and housckeeping, awaiting the day when she would go into a strange home, 
become the wife of a strange man, and the property of astrange mother-in-law. 
To-day she goes to school and comes back and says: ‘TP will not bind my feet, 
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| will not marry a man that | know nothing about and have never seen.” After 
she finishes her education, she comes out as a doctor, nurse, dentist (ves, 
Chinese women dentists), teacher, business woman. 

In one of the big Chinese banks in Shanghai is a woman's department, and a 
young Chinese woman is the head of this department. Just as wonderful as 1s 
the fact that a Chinese woman can manage a bank is the fact that enough 
Chinese women are making and handling their own money and managing their 
own affairs so that there is a demand for a woman's department in a bank. 

Yes, Chinese women are learning the meaning of freedom and liberty. During 
the Japanese boycott in 1919, the women students took their place along with 
the men students in every public demonstration, such as marching in parades, 
making stump speeches, writing articles, and in every way arousing the nation 
to the real meaning of the movement. Ask some of your older missionary friends 
to tell you about the Japanese boycott and the part the students played in it. 
It was thrilling! 

Again, as far back as 1911, at the time of the revolution which made China a 
republic, a group of Chinese girls donned the soldier’s uniform, organized them- 
selves into a company, and offered themselves to their country to go to the front. 
Of course, they were not accepted; but the spirit of courage and patriotism was 
there just the same. 

In thinking of the part the women are having in making and molding new 
China, it is necessary to distinguish between two types of the “new woman,” 
the Christian and the non-Christian. One day I boarded a train in Shanghat 
running between Shanghai and Nanking. | happened to get in a coach that 
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was filled almost entirely with women, dressed handsomely and extravagantly 
and in the very latest stvles. Do stvles change in China? you ask. The Shang- 
hai women set the styles. I live in a city twenty-five miles from Shanghai. 
My girls there tell me that by the time the styles get to them and they have their 
clothes made that the girls in Shanghai have changed again. These women, 
my fellow travelers to Nanking, were unaccompanied by male escorts. Every 
one of them had a silver or gold monogramed cigarette case. Evervthing about 
them spoke of selfish case and pleasure in their new-found liberty. Just before 
the train started, a Chinese young woman entered. She was a stranger to me. 
I had never seen her before. She also was beautifully gowned; but she was 
different. The very way she carried herself as she walked down the aisle, her 
very bearing, told me that here also was a new type of Chinese woman, one also 
rejoicing in her freedom, but a safe, sane, and useful type. Self did not come 
first with her. She must be a Christian, | thought. So IP was not surprised 
when I learned that she was a Christian doctor; in faet, she was one of our 
Methodist doctors. She had taken her training in Mary Black Hospital in 
Soochow. Here was a whole coachload of the new type of Chinese women. 
women who were no longer bound by the age-old customs; they were free with 
opportunities of expressing themselves, the form of that self- -expression depend- 
ing upon whether they were Christian or not. [ tremble for the results if the 
great mass of "the womanhood lof China comes out into full liberty before that 
liberty is put under the control of Jesus Christ. 

A wonderful example of Christian womanhood is found in the evangelist. 
Miss Waung. A girl in her early twenties leading revival meetings in girls’ 
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schools and also in Churches with mixed audiences, a gitl whom God is so won- 
derfully blessing and using. IT went into a big city some time after the great 
revival she had led there and the six o'clock sunrise prayer mectings that she 
had started were still being held every morning, and people were coming from 
all over the city to attend. The very atmosphere of prayer was perv ading that 
heathen city. Christiana Tsai is another beautiful C livistinisecucated. 
cultured, refined, genteel, spirit: filled—-who ts leaving the impress of her Chris- 
tian life on a multitude of other lives, leading scores of women out into the full- 
ness of liberty in Christ: Jesus. 

The story of Dr. Mary Stone is probably known to you all. A few years ago 
| visited her institution in Shanghai. Of what did this consist? A hospital, 
a nurse training school, a kindergarten, a grade school, and high school for 
virls, a large night school, a large tabernacle where rcligious services were held, 
not only for those connected with the institution, but also for the people of the 
community. All of this was under the supervision of one Chinese woman, and 
it is impossible to estimate the part she is having in making the women of China 
ready for liberty and freedom. 

You, of the Young People's Missionary Societies, try always in your mis- 
sionary meetings, your programs, and vour work to realize that you are just 
moving and working, shoulder to shoulder, with the Christian youth of all other 
countries to make Jesus Christ the paramount influence in every relationship 
of life. Feel the spirit of brotherhood and sisterhood with the Christian bovs 
and girls of other lands and know that all of you are working at the one great 
task of making Jesus Christ known to the world. 
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